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The UN Millennium Declaration 

adopted at the Millennium Summit in
September 2000 by 189 member states of the UN

4 programmatic areas for international cooperation

1. Peace, security and disarmament

2. Development and poverty eradication

3. Protecting our common environment

4. Human rights, democracy and
    good governance

MDGs
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The Millennium Development Goals 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV/Aids, malaria and other diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for development
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Political Significance of the MDGs

 the first common reference framework for the 
international development cooperation

 programmatic goals for the overall policy of all 
countries

 intensified dialogue with and within developing 
countries about ways of poverty reduction

 impetus for national reform processes

 additional legitimation to demand coherence and 
financial resources for development

= new dynamic in development policy!
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Excerpt of Midterm-Review UN-SG 
Primary Education
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Midterm Review of UN-SG:   Aids-
Prevalence
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II. Guiding Principles

Coherence

 Sustainable Development demands a coherence 
of policies beyond conflicting interests 

 MDG achievement does not primarily depend on 
development agencies

 Crucial role of trade
(agric. subsidies!)
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Figure A: Cereals Prices, deflated, from January 

2000 to November 2008
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While numbers hungry rise
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Dependence on Export 

Revenues

Dependence on External 

Financial Flows

Capacity to react

Vulnerability

- Exports as 

share of GDP

- Exports of 

primary 

commodities

- FDI

- Aid Flows

- Remittances

- External reserves

- Fiscal balance

- Current account balance
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Perspectives

Where do we stand?

MDG 1 – 7:

 progress was made 

 but less than in 1970s and 1980s

 changes were not pro-poor 

 Large differences between regions
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Stunting: the proportion of children 
aged five years[1] or less whose 
height for their age is more than 
two standard deviations below the 
median reference point. Stunting 
reflects the nutrition of the infant 
over the medium term: it is not 
much affected the events of the 
previous few weeks or months. It 
shows the extent to which the 
children are developing to their 
physical potential.
[1]





31



32

IV. Perspectives

Challenges

 insist on political will (ownership)

 align all stakeholders behind national strategies

 tailor targets to national context and local 
conditions

 work on indicators and data

 mobilize additional internal and external 
resources (tax, fees, trade, private investment, 
new financing facilities)


